
What’s the biggest misconception 
that people have about criminal 
law?  People will frequently say to 
me, “How do you feel about defend-
ing a rapist?” Or, “How can you handle 
this person who had child pornogra-
phy?” And I think the misconception 
people have is that somehow if you’re 
guilty, you shouldn’t have a defense. If 

you start watering down constitution-
al rights or feeling some crimes are 
entitled to less-vigorous defense, well, 
it could be you who gets fewer rights 
or a less-vigorous defense someday.

How do you create a solid 
defense?  Quite often a corporation 
or individual has a story to tell, and 
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ases like Brown v. Board of Education during the Civil 
Rights Era inspired Janet Hoffman to believe that an 
attorney, a judge and 12 open-minded jurors could effect 

great change. Whether working as a law clerk, a public defend-
er or one of Oregon’s premier criminal defenders, Hoffman has 
always been fascinated with using the Constitution effectively to 
protect people’s rights, even those facing sex-abuse allegations 
and those accused of multimillion-dollar white-collar crimes.

Since opening her criminal-defense practice in 1981, the 56-
year-old has become the attorney people call when they fi nd 
themselves in the biggest trouble of their lives. In one of the most 
signifi cant white-collar-crime decisions handed down in Port-
land’s federal court in the last decade, Hoffman prevailed when 
representing Flir Systems executive Kenneth Stringer (accused 
of falsely reporting revenue), proving that the government used 
“trickery and deceit” in building its case against him, violating 
Stringer’s rights. In light of her impressive record, it seems coun-
terintuitive to think she’d be slightly superstitious (she won’t talk 
about Stringer because at press time the case was up for appeal 
and that might “beshry the luck”). But don’t be fooled—the fate of 
those she represents is not something Hoffman leaves to chance.

In the words of Multnomah Bar Association President Peter 
Glade, “When prosecutors face Janet on the other side, they must 
face the reality that she will not rest until she can get the best 
that she can for her clients.” And according to Hoffman, that is 
exactly what keeps her up pacing the fl oors at night. —SP
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Courthouse on SW 
Main St.
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if I can see how they saw that reality 
through their eyes, the defense is there. 
It’s just taking the time to understand 
what the human dynamic was that 
brought them in conflict with the law.

Can you give me an example?  I repre-
sented a Vietnamese man who killed a 
Korean at point-blank range. Our defense 
was that he’d been raised in the Vietnam 
War when Korean soldiers came into 
their village and killed people after dis-
playing their martial arts expertise. So 
he thought when people got into certain 
stances, they were experts in the martial 
arts and that his life was in jeopardy.

Does your approach ever vary?  Some-
times the facts are totally against you, 
but you have the law there: You realize 
the police did an unlawful search, or they 
tricked someone into making a confes-
sion; they had bad evidence or a lying 
informant. In those situations it’s more 
about what the government did.

Is taking the Fifth Amendment code 
for “guilty”?  Everyone believes what 
you just said, but I am a total die-hard 
advocate that it is extremely important 
to not talk. The prosecution has the sole 
burden to prove their case. So you are 
entitled to be a spectator in that process, 
and if the government can’t fi nd enough 
facts to prove the case they’re out of 
luck, so don’t add to the fact mix.

I’ve heard this work described as run-
ning from crisis to crisis. Yes, you have 
to be an adrenaline addict.

Is that how you balance being a 
mother of two, a wife and a lawyer?  
Three years ago. Christmas Eve. The kids 
have gone to sleep, and I get a phone call 
saying there’s a shooting and the police 
need me. So I leave my house on the 25th 
at 1 a.m., and I’m out all night with the 
police and get home in time for Christ-
mas morning. But I loved that hiatus in 
the middle of the night, where I was in 
this milieu of crisis and helping people, 
and then I loved coming home, and so 
you balance the two and learn from both.

You must feel like you’ve been able 
to have it all.  Well, I’ve got wonderful, 
complicated cases; clients I really want to 
help; the kind of practice where every day 
is interesting; and I have adversaries who 
let me take the time off I need so my kids 
can say I wasn’t an absentee mother. I 
have everything but peace of mind. Think 
about it. You don’t want a lawyer who 
walks around with total peace of mind. I 
mean, I wouldn’t be doing my job. 
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S HOULD YOU EVER need legal representation, whom would you want in your corner but the best 
possible attorney specializing in the appropriate area of law? To help you fi nd that person, 

Portland Monthly brings you our third annual guide to the most skilled lawyers in the metro area, now 
in more legal fi elds than ever before.

This list—compiled by Woodward/White Inc, the publishers of The Best Lawyers in America®—is a 
preeminent referral guide to the legal profession that uses a comprehensive peer-review process to 
evaluate top legal professionals in cities across the United States; reviewers assess the work of other 
lawyers in their specifi c practice specialties within their communities. After receiving the Woodward/
White list, Portland Monthly verifi ed that all lawyers were licensed by the Oregon State Bar and prac-
ticing in good standing. We then confi rmed addresses, phone numbers and practice specialties.

While the list includes many of Portland’s most profi cient attorneys, it by no means mentions all 
our area’s talented lawyers. Therefore, use this guide only as Step One in your duly diligent search for 
the services of an adept attorney.
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